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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Day 25 of the US-Israeli war on Iran produced a dramatic collision between diplomatic signaling and
continued military escalation. President Trump claimed “very good and productive” negotiations with Iranian
officials and ordered a 5-day pause on strikes against Iranian energy infrastructure (bbc.com). Iran
categorically denied any direct talks, with parliament speaker Ghalibaf calling reports “fake news” and the
IRGC labeling Trump’s announcement a “psychological operation” (yahoo.com). Meanwhile, Israeli and US
forces continued striking Isfahan and other Iranian cities, while Iran fired multiple missile volleys at Israel —
including cluster munitions that struck a Tel Aviv residential building, injuring six (franceinfo.fr), and ballistic
missiles targeting Dimona, home to Israel’s nuclear research center (globalnews.ca).

The transatlantic rupture deepened significantly. German President Steinmeier called the war “contrary to
international law” and “a politically disastrous mistake” in a landmark speech, warning that “the West as a
political reality currently does not exist” (tagesschau.de). French Chief of Defence General Burkhard publicly
rebuked the US for launching operations “without even bothering to inform us” (maariv.co.il). EU Council
President Costa branded Washington an “unpredictable ally” and warned of a coming migration crisis

(aa.com.tr). These represent the sharpest European criticisms of the United States since the 2003 Iraq War.

On the economic front, global PMI data confirmed a stagflation alarm across advanced economies. The
Eurozone composite PMI fell to 50.5 — its lowest in 10 months — while UK manufacturing suffered its sharpest
cost acceleration since Black Wednesday in 1992 (theguardian.com). The Philippines declared a national
energy emergency, the first country to formalize the war’s economic impact at the emergency level, with only
45 days of fuel reserves remaining (bbc.com). QatarEnergy declared force majeure on LNG contracts to Italy,
Belgium, South Korea, and China after Iranian strikes wiped out 17% of Qatar’s export capacity — repairs will
take 3-5 years (aljazeera.com). BP’s chief economist described the Hormuz disruption as “incomparable with
any past oil shock” and “every analyst’s worst nightmare that we thought could never happen”
(finance.yahoo.com).

Diplomatic maneuvering intensified. Pakistani PM Sharif publicly offered Islamabad as a venue for talks, an
offer Trump reposted on Truth Social (aljazeera.com). A 15-point US peace plan was reportedly transmitted to
Iran via Pakistan (aa.com.tr). Israeli outlet Ynet reported that new Supreme Leader Mojtaba Khamenei secretly
approved negotiations, though he has not appeared publicly since the war began (svoboda.org). Israel was
reportedly not informed of the US-Iran diplomatic contact — a significant breach in coordination. Saudi Crown
Prince MBS meanwhile privately urged Trump to continue the war and consider ground forces to seize Kharg

Island, calling it “a historic opportunity to reshape the Middle East” (elindependiente.com).



https://www.bbc.com/russian/articles/c4g8xnkgypeo
https://www.yahoo.com/news/articles/iran-sends-waves-missiles-israel-043221451.html
https://www.franceinfo.fr/monde/iran/guerre-entre-les-etats-unis-israel-et-l-iran/une-frappe-iranienne-touche-un-immeuble-d-habitation-a-tel-aviv_7891190.html
https://globalnews.ca/news/11743482/iran-us-strait-of-hormuz-closure/
https://www.tagesschau.de/inland/innenpolitik/steinmeier-iran-krieg-102.html
https://www.maariv.co.il/news/world/article-1300596
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/europe/eu-brands-us-unpredictable-ally-blasts-lack-of-consultation-on-iran-war/3877306
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2026/mar/24/uk-manufacturers-rise-cost-inflation-pmi-oil-prices-iran-war
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c3ex8ez3717o
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/3/24/qatarenergy-declares-force-majeure-on-some-lng-contracts
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/live/stock-market-today-dow-sp-500-nasdaq-retreat-after-rally-as-iran-war-drags-on-133207325.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/3/24/pakistan-ready-to-host-us-iran-talks-can-latest-peace-push-work
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/americas/us-sent-iran-15-point-plan-to-end-war-report/3877960
https://www.svoboda.org/a/ynet-ssha-i-iran-vyshli-na-peregovory-posle-taynyh-kontaktov/33714423.html
https://www.elindependiente.com/internacional/2026/03/24/arabia-saudi-presiona-a-trump-para-prolongar-la-guerra-contra-iran-es-una-oportunidad-historica/

10 MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

1. Trump Claims Iran Negotiations; Tehran Issues Categorical Denial

Trump posted on Truth Social that the US and Iran held “very good and productive” negotiations on a “full and
comprehensive settlement” and ordered the Pentagon to pause strikes on Iranian power plants and energy infrastructure for
5 days (bbc.com). Qil prices dropped below $96/barrel immediately after the announcement. However, Iran’s parliament
speaker Ghalibaf dismissed the claims as “fake news” used to “manipulate financial and oil markets,” while the IRGC called
it a “psychological operation” (yahoo.com). Iran’s ambassador to Russia told Channel One that zero direct negotiations have
occurred in 20+ days (tass.com).

A more nuanced picture emerged through indirect sourcing. A senior Iranian Foreign Ministry official told CBS News that
Tehran received US “proposals” under review — the closest Iran came to confirming contact (bbc.com). Israeli outlet Ynet,
cited by multiple services including Radio Svoboda, reported that FM Araghchi told US envoy Witkoff on March 22 that
Mojtaba Khamenei had approved negotiations (svoboda.org). Iran’s foreign ministry separately acknowledged “initiatives to
reduce tensions” through intermediaries (yahoo.com). The contradiction between public denial and private engagement
appears deliberate — a two-track strategy common to both sides.

2. Israel Announces Occupation of Southern Lebanon to Litani River

Israeli Defense Minister Katz announced that Israeli forces will take “control” of a security zone in southern Lebanon
stretching to the Litani River, approximately 30 km from Israel’s border — an area comprising nearly one-tenth of Lebanon’s
territory (al-monitor.com). Katz stated that five bridges over the Litani have been destroyed and that “hundreds of thousands
of displaced Lebanese will not return south of the Litani until the security of northern Israeli residents is assured” —an open-
ended condition that could justify indefinite occupation (midilibre.fr).
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Finance Minister Smotrich went further, explicitly calling for the Litani River to become Israel’s “new border” with Lebanon
(middleeasteye.net). The operation explicitly follows “the model of Rafah and Beit Hanoun in Gaza,” per Katz’s own framing
(20minutes.fr). This mirrors Israel’s 1978-2000 occupation of the same territory, but extends the depth to 30 km and
declares it indefinite. France immediately called on Israel to “refrain from any ground incursion” — a warning overruled
within hours (la-croix.com). Lebanese casualties since March 2 have reached 1,072 killed, 2,966 wounded, and over 1.5

million displaced — approximately 25% of Lebanon’s population (aljazeera.com).

3. European Transatlantic Rupture Reaches Institutional Level

German President Steinmeier declared the Iran war “contrary to international law” and “a truly avoidable, unnecessary war”
in his most comprehensive foreign policy speech to date, marking the 75th anniversary of the German Foreign Ministry
(tagesschau.de). As a co-architect of the 2015 nuclear deal, Steinmeier argued Iran was “never further from nuclear
armament” than under that agreement, which Trump cancelled in his first term (politico.eu). He warned: “The West remains
avaluable normative ideal, but the West as a political reality does not currently exist” (sueddeutsche.de).

French Chief of Defence General Burkhard followed with an extraordinary public rebuke at a Paris security conference: “Our
American ally has become unpredictable from day to day and doesn’t even bother to inform us when she decides to launch
military operations” (maariv.co.il). He revealed that European allies now hold separate meetings at NATO headquarters
before engaging Americans (haber7.com). EU Council President Costa called the US an “unpredictable ally” and warned the
conflict could trigger “a new migration crisis” (aa.com.tr). The German legal community’s near-universal scholarly
consensus holds that the strikes violate Article 2(4) of the UN Charter (lto.de).
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4. Global Stagflation Alarm as PMI Data Confirms Economic Contagion

S&P Global’s March 2026 PMI release confirmed the Iran war is pushing advanced economies toward stagflation. The
Eurozone composite PMI fell to 50.5 from 51.9 — its lowest in 10 months. UK manufacturers suffered the sharpest cost
acceleration since Black Wednesday in 1992. India’s manufacturing hit its weakest since 2021. Australia entered
contraction with a production PMI of 47 (asiae.co.kr). S&P Global chief economist Chris Williamson explicitly used the term
“stagflation alarm” — rare language for a mainstream index provider (theguardian.com).

IEA Director Fatih Birol warned the economic damage could equal “two oil crises and one gas crisis combined” — referencing
the 1970s shocks and the post-2022 Russia energy crisis simultaneously (euractiv.fr). ECB President Lagarde shifted her
language from “well positioned” to cautious, acknowledging the conflict has “fueled upward risks to inflation and downward
risks to growth” (asiae.co.kr). The UK’s CBI retail survey showed March recorded the fastest decline in retail sales volumes
since the Covid lockdown in April 2020 (theguardian.com). Finland’s central bank cut its 2026 GDP forecast from 0.8% to
0.6% solely due to the Iran energy shock (aa.com.tr).

5. Philippines Declares National Energy Emergency; Asia-Pacific Supply Shock Widens

The Philippines became the first country to declare a national energy emergency in response to the Iran war, sighed by
President Marcos Jr. The country imports 98% of its oil from the Gulf; petrol and diesel prices have more than doubled since
February 28 (bbc.com). Energy Secretary Garin disclosed approximately 45 days of fuel supply remaining and stated the
government is seeking to purchase 1 million barrels from non-Gulf sources (news.walla.co.il). The declaration empowers the
government to directly purchase fuel, impose distribution controls, and crack down on speculation. The Ministry of Overseas
Filipino Workers was directed to prepare for potential evacuation of hundreds of thousands of Filipinos in the Gulf
(asharg.com).

The economic contagion is spreading across Asia-Pacific. Sri Lanka implemented a 4-day government work week and fuel
purchase restrictions. Thailand’s Bangkok airport has lost 40% of its taxi fleet due to fuel shortages (hapijournal.com).
Japan is experiencing panic-buying of toilet paper despite domestic production chains, driven by cultural memory of the
1973 oil shock (abendblatt.de). Japan imports 95% of its oil from the Middle East, with 90% transiting Hormuz — the highest
single-country exposure globally (aawsat.com).

6. Insider Trading Allegations Intensify Around Trump’s Iran Announcements

BBC obtained Nymex and ICE trading data showing a dramatic spike in oil contract volumes 15 minutes before Trump’s
Monday TruthSocial post: 2,168 WTI contracts (~$170 million) placed at 06:50 ET, against a baseline of 734 contracts one
minute earlier. Combined WTI and Brent activity totaled ~$320 million in a 2-minute window immediately before the post
caused oil to fall 14% (bbc.com). Spanish financial analysts estimated total profits from the insider operation at $900 million
to $1 hillion when leveraged derivatives are included (lasexta.com).

Separately, at least 8 Polymarket accounts created the previous weekend placed ~$70,000 betting on a US-Iran ceasefire
before March 31, with potential winnings of ~$820,000. One account had previously won a bet on the February 28 attack
itself (elcorreogallego.es). Polymarket has Donald Trump Jr. as a strategic advisor and backing from Rebekah Mercer’s 1789
Capital. US Senator Chris Murphy called it “staggeringly corrupt” (20minutes.fr). The White House issued a non-denial
stating it does not “tolerate any administration official illegally profiteering off of insider knowledge” (bbc.com).

7. Gulf States Edge Toward Co-Belligerency; Saudi Arabia Allows US Base Use

Saudi Arabia granted the US use of King Fahd Air Base — reversing its pre-war position of refusing to allow its territory for
Iran strikes (lrt.lt). A WS3J source said MBS is “close to a decision to enter combat operations” and it is “only a matter of
time.” The UAE closed the Iranian Hospital and Iranian Club in Dubai, citing their use “in the interests of the regime and
IRGC,” and has begun freezing Iranian assets (gazetametro.ru). Some rockets in recent strikes were launched from Bahraini
territory per WSJ sources.
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MBS has privately urged Trump in multiple calls to treat the war as a “historic opportunity,” pressing for attacks on energy
infrastructure, ground troops, and the seizure of Kharg Island (elindependiente.com). Saudi Arabia officially denied the NYT
report. The Kingdom faces a strategic dilemma: it fears a nuclear-armed Iran, but equally fears an Iranian failed state
producing ungovernable chaos. Saudi FM Faisal bin Farhan publicly stated: “Saudi Arabia’s patience with Iranian attacks is
not unlimited. Any confidence that Gulf states cannot respond would be a miscalculation” (lrt.lt).

8. Iran Appoints Hardline IRGC Commander to Replace Killed Security Chief

Iran named Mohammad Bagher Zolghadr as new Secretary of the Supreme National Security Council, replacing Ali Larijani,
who was killed in an Israeli strike last week (timesofisrael.com). Zolghadr is a veteran IRGC officer: 8 years as IRGC deputy
commander, 8 years as joint chiefs head, and Iran-Iraq war veteran. His appointment signals hardline continuity over
diplomatic pragmatism — Larijani had been viewed as a potential interlocutor for US-Iran talks (20minutes.fr).

Critically, new Supreme Leader Mojtaba Khamenei has not appeared publicly since the war began, reportedly wounded. His
approval of the Zolghadr appointment was relayed through the presidency’s communications deputy (20minutes.fr). Over a
dozen senior Iranian security figures have been killed. Tehran’s power structure is described as “murky” by Times of Israel
and “flou” (blurry) by French media. The combination of leadership decimation and a non-public Supreme Leader raises
fundamental questions about who has operational authority to negotiate or escalate (timesofisrael.com).

9. Russia Emerges as Primary Indirect Beneficiary; Reverse Drone Flow Reported

Russia earned approximately $8.9 billion in fossil fuel export revenues in the first two weeks of March 2026, with daily
revenues rising to $593.8 million — a 14% increase over February (amwalalghad.com). The US simultaneously eased
sanctions on Russian oil, allowing purchase of Russian oil already at sea and relaxing India restrictions, to calm energy
markets (euronews.com). The EU delayed its proposal to permanently ban Russian oil imports, with the Iran war making a
ban politically untenable. Russia is gaining on four dimensions: oil price windfall, Western attention diversion from Ukraine,
reduced Ukrainian military support, and potential pipeline leverage.

Ukrainian President Zelensky stated he has “100% confirmed intelligence” that Russia has reversed the drone supply
relationship: Russia is now sending Shahed drones TO Iran for use against US bases (dw.com). US intelligence assessed that
Russia and China shared targeting data with Iran to help it strike US facilities. Israel struck vessels in the Caspian Sea
reportedly transporting Russian weapons to Iran; Russia’s Foreign Ministry condemned the strikes but Kremlin spokesman
Peskov notably refused to confirm or deny the weapons transfers (aa.com.tr). The Iran war may accelerate China’s interest
in Russia’s Power of Siberia-2 pipeline now that Qatari LNG is disrupted (rferl.org).

10. 82nd Airborne Deployment and Iran’s Hormuz Formalization

Trump approved deployment of over 1,000 soldiers from the 82nd Airborne Division to the Middle East — a unit specializing
in forcible entry parachute assaults, signaling possible offensive ground action intent (theguardian.com). The USS Tripoli,
USS New Orleans, and approximately 2,200 Marines are set to arrive Friday (zeit.de). These deployments coincide with
Trump’s stated diplomatic overtures, illustrating the simultaneous escalation-negotiation dynamic.

In parallel, Iran formally notified the UN Security Council, the Secretary-General, and all 176 IMO member states that “non-
hostile” ships may transit Hormuz with coordination from Iranian authorities, while vessels linked to the US, Israel, or “other
participants in aggression” are prohibited (aawsat.com). Over 20 ships reportedly passed through in recent days after their
owners negotiated directly with Iranian authorities, effectively paying Iran for passage (sueddeutsche.de). Iran has imposed
transit fees of up to $2 million per vessel — monetizing the blockade and signaling ambitions for a permanent Suez Canal-
style toll system on the Strait (amwalalghad.com).
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PIVOT EVENT TRACKER

Pivot 1: Strait of Hormuz Status

Current state: Selectively closed. Iran has formalized its position via UN/IMO notification: non-hostile ships may transit with
Iranian coordination; US/Israeli-linked vessels are prohibited. Over 20 ships negotiated passage; Iran charging up to $2M
per vessel. Nearly one-fifth of global oil transits Hormuz. Assessment: PARTIAL BLOCKADE FORMALIZED. Iran is using
Hormuz as a precision coercive instrument rather than a blanket blockade, maintaining maximum leverage while avoiding
full global economic catastrophe. The formalization through UN channels signals this is intended as a semi-permanent
arrangement.

Pivot 2: US-Iran Negotiations

Current state: Contradictory signals. Trump claims “productive talks” and a 15-point plan transmitted via Pakistan. Iran
categorically denies direct talks but acknowledges receiving proposals through intermediaries. A secret call between
Araghchi and Witkoff on March 22 is reported by Ynet. Pakistan, Egypt, Turkey, and Oman are all active as intermediaries.
Assessment: INDIRECT CONTACT CONFIRMED; FULL NEGOTIATIONS NOT YET REACHED. Both sides are managing
domestic audiences while maintaining back-channel contact. The gap between demands (US: zero enrichment, missile
program elimination; Iran: reparations, sanctions removal, Hormuz sovereignty) remains vast.

Pivot 3: Gulf State Co-Belligerency

Current state: Saudi Arabia has granted King Fahd Air Base to US operations. UAE freezing Iranian assets and closing
Iranian institutions. Rockets launched from Bahraini territory. MBS described as “close to a decision to enter combat
operations.” Assessment: ESCALATING. Gulf states are transitioning from passive hosting to active facilitation. Saudi official
denial of the NYT report contradicts multiple named sources. Direct military participation by Saudi Arabia or UAE would
represent a fundamental broadening of the conflict.

Pivot 4: Israeli Territorial Expansion

Current state: Israel announced occupation of southern Lebanon to the Litani River (~30 km deep, ~10% of Lebanon). All
Litani bridges destroyed. Finance Minister Smotrich called for the Litani as Israel’s new border. Assessment: ACTIVE
TERRITORIAL SEIZURE. This mirrors the 1978-2000 occupation but with expanded depth and indefinite timeline. The
explicit invocation of the “Rafah model” normalizes long-term occupation.

Pivot 5: Iranian Leadership Continuity

Current state: Mojtaba Khamenei has not appeared publicly since the war began and is reportedly wounded. Zolghadr (IRGC
hardliner) appointed to replace killed security chief Larijani. Over a dozen senior officials killed. 466 people arrested for
online activity. Total internet blackout since Feb 28. Assessment: REGIME WEAKENED BUT OPERATIONAL. The IRGC has
filled leadership vacuums with hardliners, suggesting institutional continuity despite decapitation strikes. The regime
change theory underpinning the war has not materialized.

Pivot 6: Global Energy Supply Restructuring

Current state: QatarEnergy force majeure on LNG to 4 countries; 17% capacity lost for 3-5 years. ADES suspended Gulf
drilling rigs. US/Japan/IEA coordinating strategic reserve releases. China banned fertilizer/petroleum exports. EU delayed
Russian oil ban. Assessment: STRUCTURAL DAMAGE ACCUMULATING. The 3-5 year Qatar repair timeline means supply
disruption will outlast the war. Energy supply chains are being permanently reorganized. Russia and pipeline alternatives are
gaining structural advantage.



Pivot 7: Transatlantic Alliance Fracture

Current state: Germany’s head of state called the war illegal. France’s military chief publicly rebuked the US. EU Council
President branded the US “unpredictable.” Europeans caucusing separately at NATO. Spain alone denied US base use.
Germany operating US drone direction from Ramstein while publicly opposing the war. Assessment: DEEPENING. The
fracture has moved from political criticism to institutional-level rupture. The contradiction between European public
opposition and covert base facilitation (Ramstein drones, 40 active US bases in Europe per LaSexta) is unsustainable.

OUTCOME PROBABILITY ASSESSMENT

RANK OUTCOME TREND RATIONALE
1 B: Gradual de-escalation Rising Newsweek identifies this as most likely.
without formal agreement Both sides maintain face: Iran keeps

partial Hormuz control, US claims
diplomatic win. No fundamental issues

resolved.
2 C: Prolonged attritional Stable Former SecDef Mattis sees stalemate.
stalemate Iran maintains missile/drone capability;

US/Israel maintain air superiority.
Neither can force resolution without
ground troops.

3 D: Negotiated limited deal Rising 15-point plan transmitted. Iran willing to
(nuclear-only) discuss partial uranium export to Russia.
But missile program off the table,
creating a structural gap.

4 A: Comprehensive US-Iran Low/Stable Demands too far apart. US wants zero
settlement enrichment + missile elimination. Iran
wants reparations + Hormuz sovereignty
+ sanctions removal.

5 E: Escalation to US ground Rising 82nd Airborne deploying. Kharg Island
operations seizure under active Trump
consideration. MBS pushing ground
troops. But domestic support at 35%
makes this politically risky.

6 F: Gulf state direct military Rising Saudi Arabia, UAE edging toward co-
entry belligerency. MBS reportedly “close to
deciding.” But Gulf states fear Iranian
retaliation on infrastructure.

7 G: Regional conflict expansion Moderate Israel struck Caspian targets. Russia
(Caspian, Turkey) warns against spillover. Iran attacked
Azerbaijan, Cyprus. Former Israeli DM
Bennett said “next Iran is Turkey.”

8 H: Iranian regime collapse Low/Falling Mossad’s pre-war prediction of rapid
revolution has failed. IRGC institutional
framework intact. Shia martyrdom
narrative strengthened regime.



BIAS & NARRATIVE ANALYSIS

LOCALE

en-US

en-GB

en-CA

en-IL

he-IL

de-DE

fr-FR

es-ES

tr-TR

ar-EG

ar-SA

ko-KR

hi-IN

ru-RU

ja-JP

PRIMARY OUTLETS

AP, PBS, Fox Business, The Hill, CNN

BBC, Guardian, Independent

Global News, CTV, Toronto Star

Times of Israel, Haaretz, Maariv

Walla, Maariv, Haaretz

Tagesschau, Die Zeit, SZ, Tagesspiegel

20 Minutes, La Croix, France Info, Le
Parisien

El Pais, LaSexta, El Independiente, ABC

Haberturk, Cumhuriyet, Haber7,
CoinDesk TR

Masrawy, Mubasher, Al-Masry Al-Youm,
Hapi Journal
Asharq Al-Awsat, Sky News Arabia, Al

Jazeera

Asia Economy, Daum, KBS

Live Hindustan, India TV, Jagran,
Navbharat Times

TASS, RT, Interfax, Gazeta Metro,
Svoboda

Jiji Press/Excite

DOMINANT NARRATIVE

Binary ceasefire/escalation framing; markets

focus

Economic impact on UK households;

international law

G7 dynamics; Canadian distance from US war

Defense/security analytical; internal Israeli

debate

Iran capability assessment; shelter

infrastructure

Steinmeier legal debate; CDU-SPD split;

economic disruption

Humanitarian/civilian focus; Lebanon crisis;

insider trading investigation

Spain’s base refusal; Polymarket insider
trading; Catalan coalition politics

Energy/economic analysis; Turkey’s NATO

position

Economic data; Egypt’s mediator role; Russia’s

windfall

Gulf defense; Pakistan mediation; Philippine

energy crisis

PMI/stagflation data; petrodollar theory; war’s

true motives

Pakistan mediation skepticism; Modi’s
diplomatic positioning; China-Myanmar corridor

US strategic failure; Russian economic gains;

Kharg Island analysis

Steinmeier criticism; Japan energy vulnerability

NOTABLE BIAS

Minimal coverage of civilia
casualties in Iran

Strong emphasis on UK
consumer price effects

Canada positioned as prin
non-participant

Haaretz (left) highlights Be
shelter gaps; Makor Risho|
covers conspiracy theories

IDF-sourced interception
dominates

Legal Tribune Online provi
strongest international lav
analysis

Most detailed civilian casu
coverage; French outlets t
“annexation” for Lebanon

LaSexta provides most gra
insider trading data

P

Bennett’s “next Iran is Tur
quote amplified; Turkey tr

as potential target

Pro-Arab nationalist; fram
as US-Israeli aggression

Saudi-owned outlets dow
MBS war advocacy; Al Jaz
provides most diverse sou

KBS program provides mo
sophisticated motive anal
vs. nuclear)

India-Pakistan competitiv
framing dominates; India’
explicitly mocks Pakistan

TASS/RT present analysis
Kremlin-aligned “experts”
Svoboda (RFE/RL) provide
counter-narrative

Brief wire coverage reflect
Japan’s extreme Hormuz
exposure

Key narrative divergences: - State media (TASS/RT, IRNA via Anadolu, Masrawy) frame the war as a US strategic failure

and Iran as the rational actor. - Western liberal outlets (Guardian, BBC, La Croix) emphasize humanitarian costs and



international law violations. - Financial media (Bloomberg, CoinDesk, Fox Business, n-tv) frame the war through market
metrics and treat bond yields as more reliable policy predictors than official statements. - Israeli media is internally divided:
Haaretz highlights defense failures and Arab citizen vulnerability; Maariv and Times of Israel provide detailed intelligence-
sourced analysis. - Gulf state media (Saudi-owned) downplay MBS’s war advocacy while amplifying defensive narratives
and Pakistan mediation.

CONTRADICTORY CLAIMS

1. Are US-Iran Negotiations Happening?

¢ Source A (bbc.com): Trump claims “very good and productive” direct negotiations with Iran, with “major points of agreement
on almost all points.”

¢ Source B (yahoo.com): Iran’s parliament speaker Ghalibaf calls the reports “fake news” designed to “manipulate financial and

oil markets.”

¢ Assessment: Both partially true. Indirect contact via intermediaries (Turkey, Egypt, Pakistan) is confirmed by multiple
independent sources. Neither full negotiations nor zero contact — deliberate ambiguity serves both sides. Trump needs a
diplomatic win; Iran cannot be seen negotiating under bombardment.

2. Saudi Arabia’s Private vs. Public Position on the War

¢ Source A (interfax.ru): Saudi Arabia officially states “The Kingdom has always supported a peaceful solution” and denies
pushing for continued hostilities.

e Source B (elindependiente.com): NYT reports via multiple relays that MBS is privately pressing Trump to continue the war and
deploy ground forces, calling it “a historic opportunity.”

e Assessment: NYT sourcing (US officials, multiple publications) is credible. Saudi denial is standard diplomatic protocol when
private positions are exposed. Both can be simultaneously true: Saudi Arabia supports peace publicly while lobbying for
escalation privately.

3. Israeli Air Defense Effectiveness
¢ Source A (franceinfo.fr): Israeli IDF claims 92% of Iranian missiles intercepted since the war began.

¢ Source B (haaretz.co.il): Haaretz reports the IDF investigation found “multiple failed intercept attempts” before the Tel Aviv
strike, with cluster munitions penetrating defenses.

e Assessment: Both may be statistically accurate. A 92% interception rate still means 8% get through — and with cluster
munitions, even a few successful strikes cause disproportionate damage. The headline interception rate masks vulnerability to
specific weapon types.

4. The Scope of Trump’s “Pause”
¢ Source A: Trump (March 23) announced a pause on strikes against Iranian energy infrastructure due to “productive talks.”

¢ Source B (asharg.com): CENTCOM (March 24) states it “continues striking Iranian military targets with force and precision
munitions.”

¢ Assessment: The “pause” applies narrowly to power plants and energy infrastructure; kinetic strikes on military targets
continue unabated. The diplomatic gesture is far more limited than its public presentation suggests.


https://www.bbc.com/russian/articles/c4g8xnkgypeo
https://www.yahoo.com/news/articles/iran-sends-waves-missiles-israel-043221451.html
https://www.interfax.ru/world/1079757
https://www.elindependiente.com/internacional/2026/03/24/arabia-saudi-presiona-a-trump-para-prolongar-la-guerra-contra-iran-es-una-oportunidad-historica/
https://www.franceinfo.fr/monde/iran/guerre-entre-les-etats-unis-israel-et-l-iran/une-frappe-iranienne-touche-un-immeuble-d-habitation-a-tel-aviv_7891190.html
https://www.haaretz.co.il/news/politics/war-2023/2026-03-24/ty-article-live/0000019d-1cc8-d155-a3bf-3ceb4b080000
https://asharq.com/iran/176799/

5. Mossad’s Regime Collapse Prediction vs. Reality

Source A (jagran.com): Mossad chief Barnea predicted in January that Iran could collapse “within days” after Khamenei was
killed.

Source B (jagran.com): Joint US-Israel assessment on Day 25 acknowledges the Iranian government is “weakened but
remains intact.”

Assessment: Intelligence prediction proven definitively wrong. The Shia “martyrdom” narrative consolidated internal unity
rather than triggering revolution. The IRGC institutional framework proved far more resilient than the personality-dependent
analysis predicted.

6. Is the Strait of Hormuz Open or Closed?

Source A (aawsat.com): Iran claims it is allowing “non-hostile” ships through Hormuz with Iranian coordination and has
formally notified the UN.

Source B (yahoo.com): Reuters reports the Hormuz closure has created “the worst energy supply shock in history.”

Assessment: Both accurate. Iran is selectively allowing some ships (paying fees of up to $2M per vessel) while blocking
US/Israeli-linked vessels. The selective blockade disrupts enough traffic to create the worst supply shock in history while Iran
maintains partial legal cover.

7. German CDU Split on the War’s Legality

Source A (tagesschau.de): CDU spokesman Hardt argues only the Federal Government can assess the war’s legality, and that
President Steinmeier overstepped by calling it illegal.

Source B (taz.de): CDU member Norbert Roettgen states that on the question of credibility between Trump and Iran, “the
Iranian side has more credibility.”

Assessment: Internal CDU contradiction. The party is split between those defending procedural caution and those breaking
ranks to acknowledge Iran’s narrative credibility — a remarkable admission from a German conservative party member.

UNCONFIRMED RUMORS & FORWARD SIGNALS

1. Mojtaba Khamenei Wounded and Not Appearing Publicly — MODERATE

Claim: Iran’s new Supreme Leader Mojtaba Khamenei has not appeared publicly since the war began. Multiple sources report
he was wounded in the strikes that killed his father.

Credibility: MODERATE. Consistent reporting across multiple locales (20 Minutes, Times of Israel, DW). No counter-evidence of
a public appearance has surfaced.

Corroboration: The appointment of hardliner Zolghadr as security chief is consistent with a leadership vacuum requiring
institutional stabilization.

Significance: If incapacitated, Iran’s chain of command is fundamentally unclear. Who authorized the Zolghadr appointment?
Who can negotiate a ceasefire?

2. Russia Reversing Drone Flow — Sending Shaheds TO Iran — MODERATE

Claim: Zelensky told CNN he has “100% confirmed intelligence” that Russia has reversed its drone supply relationship and is
now sending Shahed-type drones to Iran for use against US bases (dw.com).


https://www.jagran.com/world/middle-east-when-will-iran-regime-collapse-mossad-chief-david-barnea-prediction-before-america-israel-war-with-tehran-40182853.html
https://www.jagran.com/world/middle-east-when-will-iran-regime-collapse-mossad-chief-david-barnea-prediction-before-america-israel-war-with-tehran-40182853.html
https://aawsat.com/%D8%B4%D8%A4%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%A5%D9%82%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%A9/5254920
https://www.yahoo.com/news/articles/iran-sends-waves-missiles-israel-043221451.html
https://www.tagesschau.de/inland/innenpolitik/steinmeier-iran-krieg-102.html
https://taz.de/Nachrichten-im-Iran-Krieg/!6165355/
https://www.dw.com/ar/%D8%AD%D8%B1%D8%A8-%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%87%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%B1%D8%A6%D9%8A%D8%B3-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%8A-%D8%A8%D9%88%D8%AA%D9%8A%D9%86/a-76505167

¢ Credibility: MODERATE. Zelensky has obvious motive to frame Russia as an active combatant. However, UK Defence Minister
Healey and WSJ independently corroborate Russian intelligence sharing with Iran. No independent confirmation of physical
drone transfers.

« Significance: Would represent a complete inversion of the pre-war supply relationship and constitute a new direct US-Russia
proxy confrontation.

3. Iran Issued “New Fatwa” Authorizing Nuclear Weapons — LOW

¢ Claim: Former Mossad official Rami Igra claims Iran has issued a new fatwa authorizing nuclear weapons development
(rt.com).

¢ Credibility: LOW. Single source (retired Israeli intelligence) published on Russian state media (RT). No corroboration from
IAEA, Western intelligence, or Iranian sources.

¢ Significance: If true, would represent a fundamental doctrinal shift undermining decades of official Iranian anti-nuclear-
weapons positioning. Treat with extreme caution.

4. Iran Plans Permanent Hormuz Transit Fees (Suez Model) — MODERATE-HIGH

e Claim: Iran plans to institutionalize Hormuz transit fees permanently after the war, modeling the system on the Suez Canal toll
structure (lrt.lt).

¢ Credibility: MODERATE-HIGH. Consistent with Iran’s formal UN/IMO notification requiring coordination for transit. Fees of up
to $2M per vessel are already being charged.

* Significance: Would permanently alter global maritime economics and give Iran a perpetual revenue stream from the Strait.
Gulf states view this as an existential threat to their economic model.

5. Trump Considering Kharg Island Ground Seizure — MODERATE
¢ Claim: The US is actively planning a ground seizure of Kharg Island, Iran’s primary oil export terminal (yahoo.com).

¢ Credibility: MODERATE. The 82nd Airborne deployment is consistent with forcible entry capability. MBS reportedly proposed it.
However, the island is only 25 km from the Iranian coast — highly exposed to counter-attack.

» Significance: Seizure would destroy 90% of Iran’s oil export capacity but create a permanent military vulnerability. Former
Defense Secretary Mattis warned against precisely this scenario.

6. Russia and China Sharing Targeting Data with Iran — MODERATE

¢ Claim: US intelligence has assessed that Russia and China shared satellite targeting data enabling Iran’s long-range strikes,
including the Diego Garcia attack (dw.com). Zelensky made a separate but consistent claim.

¢ Credibility: MODERATE. Multiple independent claims converging from different intelligence communities. Israel’s strikes on
Caspian-region targets suggest belief in Russian weapons transfers.

¢ Significance: Would make the Iran war a de facto proxy conflict with Russia and China, with profound implications for great
power relations beyond the Middle East.

7. Iran Attacked Azerbaijan and Cyprus — LOW-MODERATE

e Claim: Iran struck targets in Azerbaijan and Cyprus (dw.com).

¢ Credibility: LOW-MODERATE. Single source mention via DW Russian service. No corroboration from Azerbaijani or Cypriot
media in this dataset.

« Significance: If confirmed, would represent a dramatic geographic expansion of the conflict into the Caucasus and EU territory.
Requires independent verification before acting on.


https://www.rt.com/news/636048-rami-igra-iran-miscalculation/
https://www.lrt.lt/ru/novosti/17/2877502/smi-saudovskaia-araviia-i-oae-vtiagivaiutsia-v-voinu-protiv-irana
https://www.yahoo.com/news/articles/saudi-arabia-mohammed-bin-salman-143939140.html
https://www.dw.com/ar/%D8%AD%D8%B1%D8%A8-%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%87%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%B1%D8%A6%D9%8A%D8%B3-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%8A-%D8%A8%D9%88%D8%AA%D9%8A%D9%86/a-76505167
https://www.dw.com/ru/ynet-soobsilo-cto-verhovnyj-lider-irana-akoby-odobril-peregovory-s-ssa/a-76509169

8. Joe Kent: “America Started This War Due to Israel’s Lobbying” — HIGH

Claim: Joe Kent, who resigned as Director of the National Counterterrorism Center, stated that “America started this war due to
Israel’s powerful lobbying.” Reported across KBS Korean broadcast, Jeremy Corbyn’s Al Jazeera opinion column, and TASS via
an Italian academic.

Credibility: HIGH. Kent is a confirmed real person whose resignation has been verified by multiple outlets. The exact quote

wording varies across sources but the core claim is consistent.

Significance: A senior Trump administration counterterrorism official publicly breaking ranks on the war’s rationale is
politically significant for the domestic US debate over the war’s legitimacy and origins.

INFORMATION GAPS

Iranian civilian casualty verification:

Iran’s total internet blackout (24+ days) and media restrictions make independent verification of HRANA’s 1,443
civilian dead figure impossible. The Minab school strike (48-150+ killed) remains under Pentagon investigation with
no independent access.

Mojtaba Khamenei’s status:
No public appearance, reported wounded. Whether he is governing, incapacitated, or a figurehead is unknown. This
is the single most consequential intelligence gap in the conflict.

Actual Strait of Hormuz traffic data:

Reports of “over 20 ships” transiting via Iranian negotiation are anecdotal (Lloyd’s List). No comprehensive vessel
tracking data is available in open sources for the current period.

US military casualties:
The Hill opinion piece references American servicemembers killed; the BBC Hindi piece mentions $90M in US

losses from Iranian strikes. But detailed US casualty figures are absent from this dataset, likely due to Pentagon
information management.

Iran’s enriched uranium stockpile security:

Kenneth Roth cites 970 pounds of highly enriched uranium under Isfahan and Natanz. Whether this material has
been moved, is secure, or is at risk of strikes is unreported.

China’s operational posture:
Beyond Wang Yi’s phone call and the targeting data allegation, China’s actual military and intelligence involvement

is opaque. The CMEC acceleration and Power of Siberia-2 pipeline signals suggest strategic repositioning, but
specifics are lacking.

Gulf state actual military deployments:

Reports of rockets from Bahraini territory and “close to combat operations” decisions are attributed to unnamed
sources. No Gulf state has officially acknowledged military participation.



8.]| European base facilitation scope:
LaSexta’s claim of 40 active US bases in Europe used for Iran operations is unverified by other outlets. The
Ramstein drone-direction allegation (WSJ-sourced) has not been officially addressed by Berlin.

APPENDIX: SOURCE STATISTICS

Coverage window: 2026-03-24 13:00:00 UTC to 2026-03-24 23:01:39 UTC
Total articles processed: 573

Locales (23): en-US, en-GB, en-CA, en-IL, he-IL, de-DE, fr-FR, es-ES, tr-TR, ar-EG, ar-SA, ko-KR, hi-IN, ru-RU, ja-JP, en-PK,
en-UK, en-IN, en-TR

Domains (225): Cross-referencing major wire services (AP, Reuters, AFP), public broadcasters (BBC, DW, ARD/Tagesschau,
KBS, France Info), quality newspapers (Guardian, Haaretz, SZ, El Pais, La Croix), financial media (Bloomberg, CoinDesk, Fox
Business, Yahoo Finance), regional outlets (Galicia Press, Hamburger Abendblatt, Navbharat Times), state media (TASS, RT,
Al Jazeera, Anadolu Agency, Sky News Arabia), and specialized analysis (Foreign Policy, Al-Monitor, Middle East Eye, ORF).

Language distribution (estimated): - English: ~40% (US, GB, CA, IL, PK, IN, UK) - Arabic: ~15% (EG, SA) - German: ~12%
(DE) - French: ~10% (FR) - Spanish: ~8% (ES) - Turkish: ~5% (TR) - Russian: ~5% (RU) - Korean: ~2% (KR) - Hindi: ~2% (IN)
- Hebrew: ~1% (IL) - Japanese: <1% (JP)

Duplicate/near-duplicate rate: Approximately 15% of articles cover the same events from different outlets (e.g., Steinmeier
speech covered by 10+ outlets; Pakistan mediation by 8+; MBS/NYT story by 6+).

Video-only / paywall / unsummarizable: ~3% of articles (Times video, boerse.de paywall, Manager Magazin paywall, CTV

garbled extraction).

Key wire service penetration: Reuters and AFP were the most widely distributed wire sources, appearing in outlets across

all 23 locales. AP appeared primarily in English-language outlets.

State media flagged: TASS (Russia), RT (Russia), Anadolu Agency (Turkey), Al Jazeera (Qatar), Sky News Arabia
(Saudi/UAE), IRNA (Iran, via relay), KBS (South Korea, state-affiliated with editorial independence).

Claudius Delphi



